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Council  Offices, 
STUR MINSTER  NEWTON , 


Dorset. 


1st  June  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  &  Members  *t' 

Shaftesbury  Rural  District  Council.  V 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1949. 

The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Article  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations  1935. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  district  during 
the  year  has  remained  good,  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue 
incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Breeds,  for 
his  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year,  and  for  his  assist¬ 
ance  in  preparing  this  report,  particularly  in  respect  to  the 
sanitary  statistics  for  which  he  is  responsible.  I  am  also 
indebted  to  your  Waterworks  Manager,  Mr.  Burtt,  for  his  co¬ 
operation  during  the  year  and  his  assistance  in  compiling  the 
sections  of  this  report  dealing  with  the  water  supplies  of  the 
district,  and  to  my  clerk,  Miss  L.  Davidge,  for  her  efficient 
services  during  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you,  Gentlemen,  for  your  courtesy 
and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SHAFTESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIED  I  UAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  TTiE  YEAR 

1  9  4  9. 


A.  Area  -  42,000  acres. 

Rateable  value  -  £40,190 
production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £163. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  -  9,154 


LIVE  BIRTHS . 


Male . 

Total  (110)  "XT' 
Legitimate  62 
Illegitimate  2 


Female . 


Rate  per 
resident 
=  12.0 


Comparative  figures  for 
(a)  North  Dorset  (b)  England  & 

Vales. 

1,000 

pop ; 

14.6  16.7 


STILLBIRTHS 

Total  (3)  1  2  Rate  per  1,000 

resident  pop; 

=  0.3 


0.2 


0.39 


DEATHS 

Total  (130) 

64 

66 

Rate  per  1,000 

resident  pop; 

=5  14.2 

10.  2 

11.7 


Deaths  in 

infants  under 

one  year  (5)  4  1 


I nf an tile  do  a  th 

rate  per  1,000 

live  births  =  45.4  23.1 


32. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  -  3 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes  -  1 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  in  infants-  Nil 


Climatic  conditions. 

Rain  fell  on  145  days  during  the  year,  the  wettest  day  being  the 
25th  October  when  1.38  inches  fell.  The  rainfall  month  by  month 
was  as  follows;" 


January 

0.69 

inches. 

July 

0.84 

inches 

February 

1.34 

it 

August 

2.39 

if 

March 

1.41 

St 

September 

2.64 

;t 

April 

1.54 

If 

October 

6.33 

it 

May 

2.05 

t? 

November 

3.64 

it 

June 

0,  34 

If 

December 

1.81 

it 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  equalled  25.02  inches.  Comparative 
figures  for  preceding  three  years  were  as  follows;- 

33.42  inches 
25.94  " 

39.82  » 


1948 

1947 

1946 


B.  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  district. 


The  personal  Health  Services,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  are 
administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (through  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board)  or  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
necessary  to  draw  your  attention  to  any  matters  concerned  with  these 
services,  other  than  to  say  that  since  the  closure  of  Alcester  House, 
St.  James,  during  the  year,  there  is  no  hospital  accommodation  for 
the  aged  chronic  sick,  or  Institutional  accommodation  for  part  III 
cases  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  within  the  district, 
or  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  district.  The  lack  of  such 
accommodation,  particularly  with  regard  to  hospital  care,  is  of 
serious  concern  to  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 

Laboratory  Services.  The  County  Laboratory  has  continued  to 
render  helpful  and  efficient  services  during  the  year.  The  services 
of  the  Laboratory  are  available  for  the  examination  of  water,  milk 
and  ice  cream  samples  and  for  various  investigations  in  connection 
with  the  control  of  infectious  disease.  A  copy  of  all  reports  sent 
by  the  Laboratory  to  hospitals  or  private  medical  practitioners  in 
the  district,  which  may  be  of  public  health  interest,  arc  sent  to 
your  Medical  officer  and  are  of  particular  value  to  him. 

C.  Environmental  Health  Services. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  - 

1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 

W.E.  Breeds,  M.S.I.A* ,A*R. San, I* ,C*S. I.B. 

Lt,  Col.  T.  Sealy  G-rcen,  M.R.C.V.S.  (part-time  for  meat 
inspection  only) 

Clerical  staff  -  one  clerk  (full-time.). 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Serious  shortage  of  supply  was  again  experienced  during  the  year 
under  review,  especially  when  consumption  was  at  its  peak  during  the 
hot  weather  in  the  last  week  of  July  and  the  first  week  of  August. 

As  a  result  the  Council  is  still  in  the  position  of  having  to  use, 
for  public  services,  water  supplies  already  condemned  as  unfit  for 
such  use. 

New  works  carried  out  during  the  year.  As  part  of  your  comprehensive 
post-war  scheme,  a  new  main  was  laid  extending  from  East  Stour  through 
West  Stour  to  Bowden  at  Kington  Magna  with  branches  to  supply  the 
greater  part  of  the  parish  of  West  Stour.  This  main  now  links  the 
Boyne  Hollow  and  Gillingham  supplies  at  East  Stour  and  has  brought 
a  piped  water  supply  to  the  parish  of  West  Stour,  which  has  previously 
had  to  rely  upon  individual  shallow  well  supplies. 

New  connect  ions.  New  connections  were  provided  as  follows: - 


(i)  for  domestic  use . 125 

lii)  for  agricultural  purposes .  40 

(iii)  other  purposes . Nil 


Parish 

Mains  supply 

Outside 

Spring 

inside. 

standpipes. 

or  well. 

Ashmore 

22 

27 

5 

Bourton 

121 

48 

20 

Buckhorn  Weston 

85 

10 

2 

Gann 

91 

12 

2 

Compton  Abbas 

46 

7 

13 

East  Orchard 

24 

8 

7 

East  Stour 

85 

37 

3 

p  ontrne 11  Magna 

108 

24 

11 

Gillingham 

691 

199 

8 

I we r no  Minster 

114 

4 

7 

Kington  Magna 

41 

38 

8 

Pap’o  2. 

‘  Parish 


Margaret  Marsh 
Melbury  Abbas 
Mot combe 
Silt on 

Stour  Provost 
Sutton  Waldron 
Todbor 

West  Orchard 
West  Stour 


Bacteriological  examination  of 


Mains  supply 

inside. 

Outside 
standpipe  s 

Spring 
, or  well 

i  ■ 

9 

2 

53 

19 

8 

154 

49 

3 

14 

24 

2 

103 

28 

9 

23 

7 

15 

23 

4 

3 

14 

9 

— 

— 

36 

!  1 
- 1 


•a ter  supplies. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of  samples  of 
water  taken  (before  chlorination)  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  the  results  obtained  shown  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
classification; - 


Source  of  sample. 


No.  taken. 


Re  suits. 


Melbury  Abbas  12  9  highly  satisfactory. 

1  suspicious 
1  satisfactory 
1  reasonably  satisfactory 
but  suspicious. 


Reservoir  for  Gillingham  at  Mere.  10 


AH  highly  satisfactory. 


Boyne  Hollow 


21  14  highly  satisfactory 

4  satisfactory 
2  suspicious 
1  unsatisfactory. 


Mot combe 


23 


Fontmell  Magna  Private  Supply  1 


9  highly  satisfactory 
4  suspicious 
1  satisfactory 
1  reasonably  satisfactory. 
8  unsatisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 


Other  supplies 


14  5  suspicious 

5  highly  satisfac tory. 

2  satisfactory 
1  reasonably  satisfactory. 
1  unsatisfactory. 


3.  DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE. 

New  sewerage  works  completed  during  the  year  included  the  construct' 
ion  of  1112  yards  of  sower  to  serve  62  houses  on  the  Lodbourno  Farm 
Housing  Estate  at  Gillingham,  construction  of  9  permanent  and  4 
temporary  septic  tanks  and  filters  to  servo  44  Council  houses  in  other 
parts  of  the  district. 


Post-War  Sewerage  Schemes.  No  material  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  toward  the  implementation  of  the  Council’s  programme  of 
parish  sewerage  schemes.  Serious  public  health  nuisances  continue  to 
exist  in  many  parishes  in  the  district  as  a  result  of  unsatisfactory 
sewage  discharge,  with  an  increased  domestic  water  supply,  new  housing 
development  and  improved  sanitary  facilities  in  houses,  these  nuisances 
can  only  be  expected  to  become  more  serious  and  more  numerous.  Again, 
an  increasing  demand  from  farmers  to  be  licensed  for  the  production  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  calls  for  the  elimination  of  gross  pollution 
from  cattle  watering  streams  from  domestic  sewage. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  House  Refuse  and  Salvage.  The  service  for  the  collection  of 
house  refuse  and  salvage  has  remained  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year. 
Details  of  the  amounts  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  are  as 
follows : - 
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Mixed  Paper 

19 

tons  7^  cwts. 

News 

3 

tons  10i  cwts. 

Books 

2 

tons  15  cwt . 

Heavy  Scrap 

17 

tons  1-ft  cwt. 

Rags 

2 

tons  9  cwt. 

Bagging 

1 

ton  5  cwt. 

Bones 

1 

ton  5  cwt. 

Brass 

3  cwt .  2 

qrs.  10 

lbs. 

Lead 

60 

lbs. 

Copper 

104 

lbs. 

Light  Aluminium 

2  cwt.  1 

qr.  25 

lbs. 

Cast  Aluminium 

56 

lbs. 

Total  -  48  tons  1  cwt.  1  qr. .  3  lbs. 


( b)  Ce sspool  Emptying.  No  cesspool  emptying  is  undertaken  by  the 
Council, 

5.  RIVERS  &  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year,  calculated  to  avoid  the 
intermittent  pollution  of  the  stream  in  Iwerne  Minster  village  from 
drainage  from  the  Iwerne  Minster  Bacon  Factory.  No  satisfactory 
solution  to  this  nuisance  has  yet  been  found. 

6.  SHOPS  ACT. 


No.  of  inspections  carried  out . . . 6 

No.  of  defects  found . 2 

No.  of  notices  served . Nil 

No.  of  notices  complied  with . Nil 


7,  FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 


No.  of  premises  Inspections .  Written 
on  register. ~  Notices. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3 ,4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  16  3 


( ii )  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority  34  4 


Total  -  50 


7 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Remedied .  Referred  by  H.M, 

Inspector. 

Inadequate  ventilation  1  1 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork)  1  1 


Total  2  2 


No.  of  outworkers  -  82. 


It  will  be  observed  that  of  the  50  factories  in  the  district  where 
the  Council  has  some  responsibility,  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
only  7  of  them  during  the  year, 

6.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT . 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 
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9.  SWIMMING  BATHS. 


There  is  now  no  swimming  bath  to  which  the  public  have  access 
in  the  district.  Attention  was  paid  during  the  year  to  the  one 
used  by  the  children  attending  Gillingham  Grammar  School,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  bacteriological  purity  of  the  water. 


10,  CAMPING  SITES. 


One  situ  for  a  single  caravan  was  licensed  during  the  year. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES . 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  verminous  premises. 

12.  RATS  &  MICE. 


Rodent  control  in  the  district  is  carried  out  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  and  the  Dorset 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  The  control  would  be  more 
effective  if  it  wore  exercised  by  one  single  authority. 

13  •  R->Q  FLOCK  ACTS  1911  -  1922. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


3.4.  SCHOOLS  S-'JTIT.'.TION. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  Gillingham  schools  during 
the  year. 


3.5 .  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  -  SECTION  47. 

In  respect  to  a  recluse "found  to  be  living  in  gross  insanitary  conditions 
it  was  necessary  to  initiate  action  under  Section  47  of  the  above- 
mentioned  iiCt  in  respect  of  onu  case  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
Fortunately  the  consent  of  the  patient  to  bo  removed  to  hospital  was 
subsequently  obtained,  and  so  the  case  had  not  to  go  to  Court 
Hearing.  This  case  did,  however,  demonstrate  the  limitation  imposed 
by  the  condition  under  the  Act  that  eight  days  notice  has  to  be  given 
to  the  person  proposed  to  be  moved,  before  a  Court  can  entertain  an 
application  under  the  Section.  In  the  majority  of  cases  some  delay 
may  not  be  of  importance,  but  cases  are  met  with  where  the  degree  of 
urgency  is  sufficiently  great  to  justify  immediate  removal,  and  it 
is  regretted  that  the  Act  does  not  make  provision  for  such  cases. 


16.  HOUSING. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 
in  parenthesis  are  the  corresponding  figures  for 


-  the  figures  given 
the  preceding  year:- 


(i) 


(2) 


(3) 


Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during 

(a)  the  year  for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts) . . . .  . 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

No.  of  informal  notices  served . 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with, . 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served.  . . . . 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with . 

No.  of  houses  'reported*  under  Section  11  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936 . . . . . . . 

Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  such  houses 

fa)  Demolition  Orders  made. . Nil  (9) 

(b)  undertakings  accepted  for  - 


131 

(312) 

256 

(638) 

58 

(121) 

46 

(83) 

4 

(n) 

13 

(19) 

Nil 

(22) 

fi)  closure . Nil  (1) 

(ii)  re-conditioning . Nil  (12) 

(c)  Other  action . Nil  (Nil) 
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(4)  Overcrowding. 


(1)  No.  of  new  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  found 

and  reported  to  Local  Authority . .....2  (Nil) 

(2)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated . 2  (12) 

(3)  particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 

Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

the  overcrowding . Nil  (Nil) 


Total  number  of  working  class  houses  in  the  distric t. . . . 2577 


Rural  Housing  Survey. 


Classification.  No. 

of  inspections 

No.  of 

inspections 

during  1949 

before  1949 

Detailed 

Prelim. 

Detailed. 

Cat. 1, 

Satisfactory 

2 

216 

— 

Cat. 2. 

Requiring  minor  repairs 

5 

501 

1 

Cat. 3. 

Requiring  minor  repairs, 
alteration  or  improvement 

25 

629 

15 

Cat.  4. 

Appropriate  for  re¬ 
conditioning 

22 

369 

47 

Cat. 5. 

Unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  beyond  repair  at 
reasonable  cost 

17 

398 

59 

No.  of 

new  houses  and  re-housing. 

a}  During  1949 
b)  Post-war 


Airey. 

Temporary 

Prefab. 

Swedi sh 
Timber. 

Traditional 
Type . 

Others. 

16 

— 

32 

9 

44 

— 

10 

108 

19 

No.  of  houses  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year, . .53 

No.  of  houses  on  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  had 

been  made,  occupied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year .  7 

Total  number  of  families  re-housed  during  the  year  by  the 


Local  Authority  -  50  compared  with  51  during  the  preceding  year. 


During  the  year  15  recommendations  for  the  granting  of  prioritjr  on 
medical  grounds  in  connection  with  their  application  for  a  Council 
house,  were  made  by  the  Medical  officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
conditions  under  which  28  applicants  were  living,  following  inspections 
carried  out  by  him. 


Although  more  progress  was  made  during  1949,  than  during  the  preceding 
year  in  the  provision  of  new  houses,  the  general  standard  of  housing 
in  the  district  remains  at  an  unsatisfactory  level.  Many  families, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  are  living  under  conditions  detrimental 
both  to  their  health  and  happiness. 


The  practical  effect  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  and  the  limitation 
imposed  by  licensing  restrictions  continue  to  make  it  difficult  to 
obtain  adequate  repair  and  reconditioning  of  sub-standard  property. 

No  applications  were  received  for  improvement  grants  made  available 
under  the  Housing  Act  1949  (which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October),  and  no  application  was  received  under  Section  2  of  the  Act 
to  obtain  the  quashing  of  a  Demolition  Ore1  ur  made  on  houses  subsequently 
rendered  fit  for  human  habitation. 


17.  INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD  SUPPLIES. 

1.  MILK. 

On  the  1st  October  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Act  of  1944  came  into 
operation  together  with  the  regulations  made  under  that  Act,  The  effect 
of  the  Act,  as  far  as  your  Council  is  concerned,  is  to  transfer  to  the 
County  Council  your  responsibilities  with  regard  to  the  supervision  of 
pasteurisation  plants  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
the  supervision  of  the  hygienic  methods  of  milk  production  on  the  farm. 


Under  the  Act  you  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  hycienic 
method  of  milk  distribution  within  your  district  and  for  the  control 
of  milk  supplies  where  there  arc  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that 
milk-borne  disease  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be,  caused  by  the 
consumption  of  milk  sold  within  your  district.  The  statistics  under 
paragraph  (A)  below  relate  to  the  period  of  the  year  up  to  the  1st 
October  and  paragraph  (B)  subsequent  to  the  1st  October. 

Figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  comparative  figures  for  the  preceding 
year. 

A.  (a)  Milk  &  Dairies  Qrd^r  1925. 

ho.  of  farms  in  the  district  registered 

for  milk  production . . . 337  (332) 

No.  of  farms  producing  designated  milk 


( a ) 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

.  88 

(63) 

W 

Accredited . 

(69) 

No.  of  farms  producing  non-do signated  milk . 193  (200) 

No.  registered  dairymen  (cowkeepers  and  milk 

sellers) . 340  (332) 

No.  registered  as  wholesale . 299  (297) 

"  "  retailers .  3  (3) 

"  whole  sale  and  retailers .  35  (35) 

( b )  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year .  28  (96) 

No.  of  cases  in  which  contravention  of  the 

regulations  were  found . Nil  (18) 

No.  of  prosecutions  undertaken . .Nil  (Nil) 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order  1956  -  1941. 

No.  of  licences  granted  during  the  yoar  - 
Tuberculin  Tested 
pasteurised 


Dealers . . . 3 

Supplementary . *  .  .Nil 

Dealers . 1 

Supplementary . Nil 


B.  (a)  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  'dairies’  in  the  district  subject 

to  registration, . ,3 

No.  of  'distributors’  in  the  district 
subject  to  registration,.. . 2 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designations ) (pasteurised  &  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  dealers  subject  to  licence . . . 1 

( c )  Milk  (Special  Designations )( Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949 . 

No.  of  dealers  subject  to  licence . . . 3 

Although  the  aoove  mentioned  dairies,  distributors  and  dealers  were 
subject  to  registration  and  licence,  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  that  none  of  those  dairies,  distributors  or  dealers  were, 
in  fact,  registered  or  j  1  sensed.  It  will  be  observed  that  although 
the  Milk  &  Dairies  Act  of  1944  considerably  reduced  the  responsibili ty 
of  the  local  authority  7/ith  regard  to  the  supervision  of  milk  supplies 
within  its  district,  nevertheless  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
had  not  been  able  to  accept  their  remaining  responsibilities. 

Mill'  Sampl: : yr . 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  - 

Tuberculin  Tested. . . Nil 

Pasteurised . Nil 

accredited . Nil 


It  will  be  noted  that  no  milk  samples  were  taken  on  your  behalf 
during  the  year.  I  had  to  report  the  same  deficiency  last  year. 

In  order  that  some  knowledge  may  be  obtained  with  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  milk  supplies  in  your  district,  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  results  of  all 
the  milk  samples  taken  in  your  district  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council,  to  be  notified  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  for  these  samples  to  include  ones  normally 
taken  by  the  District  Council. 

2 .  Other  Food  premises . 


No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section  13 

of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938.  . . . . 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year . . 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  registration 

under  Section  14  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  .Act  1938 . . 

No.  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  to  - 

a)  Ice  Cream . .  .*11  (6) 

b)  Sausages.  &.  prepared  meats.  ..10  (8) 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year . 11  (16) 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  and  submitted  for 
Methylene  Blue  test . .  11  (11) 


55  (55) 
10  (36) 

21  (16) 


Results 


No 

Grade 

1 

Nil 

Grade 

2 

Nil 

Grade- 

3 

Nil 

Grade 

4 

2 

6) 

1) 

3) 

1) 


Meat  Inspection. 


(a)  Slaughterhouses  - 

Carcases  inspe ctod  and  condemned. 


Number  killed  (if  known) 
Number  inspected. . . 


Pigs. 

4^7903 

46,982 


All  diseases  except  Tubcrculo sis. 


Whole  carcase  condemned. . . 16 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned. .  Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned . 153 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned. .  3592 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis .  7.9 


(b)  Butchers  and  other  shops  ~ 

Quantities  condemned  - 

Beef . 189  lbs. 

Ox  liver . .  13  lbs. 


Other  Foods.  Quantities  condemned  - 


Bacon . 74  lbs. 

Baked  Beans .  2  lbs. 

Condensed  Milk . 40  lbs. 

French  Peas .  6  lbs. 

Mackerel . 126  lbs. 

Orange  Juice .  2^-  lbs. 


18.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


No.  of  investigat ions  carried  out 
No.  of  disinfections  carried  out. 


3 

3 


19.  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT, 


Figures  in  parenthesis  are  comparative  figures  for  the  preceding 
year. 


Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) . 1121  (1548) 

Total  No.  of  Informal  notices  served .  86  (147) 

Total  No.  of  Informal  notices  complied  with .  63  (94) 

Total  No.  of  Statutory  notices  served .  6 

Total  No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with . 14  (19) 

No.  of  prosecutions .  Nil  (2) 


D.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  ( OTHER  TH.1N  TUBERCULOSIS) « 

Incidence  - 

Disease,  Total  Oases  Notified. 


Scarlet  fever 
Measle  s 

Acute  Pneumonia 
Whooping  cough 
Poliomyelitis 


9 

81 

3 

9 

2 


Both  the  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  confirmed  cases.  One  was  slight 
and  the  other  moderately  severe ,  but  with  satisfactory  recovery. 

There  were  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  infection  in  the 
second  case  was  traceable,  through  a  missed  ambulant  case,  to  another 
definite  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurring  outside  your  district. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  N on-Re sp i ra t o ry . 

6  2  3  - 

Food  Poisoning.  -  Nil. 


E.  THE  ’ PROBLEM  FAMILY* . 

I  have  not  previously  referred  in  my  reports  to  the,  as  yet,  unsolved 
problem  of  social  medicine  -  the  ’problem’  or  ’sub-standard’  family. 

As  a  housing  authority  you  an-  f  e.  d  itii  a  peculiar  problem  when 
dealing  with  such  families.  On  the  one  hand,  you  have  a  statutory  duty 
to  re-house  those  persons  in  your  district  who  are  in  the  greatest  need 
of  satisfactory  housing  conditions,  and  the  ’problem’  family  is  usually 
in  such  need.  On  the  other  hand,  if  as  housing  authority  you  do  your 
duty  to  such  families,  only  too  often  are  you  likely  to  find  yourself 
having  to  turn  out  such  a  family  from  one  of  your  Council  houses  for 
arrears  of  rent,  and  in  addition,  you  find  yourself  left  with  a  house 
requiring  extensive  repair  and  re-decoration  before  it  can  again  be  let. 
All  this  makes  a  not  inconsiderable  charge  to  your  Housing  Revenue  Account. 

Some  ’problem’  families  undoubtedly  improve  when  re-housed  in  more 
satisfactory  accommodation,  but  unfortunately  too  many  fail  to  do  so  and 
remain  a  social  problem.  Pres  lit  legislation  falls  short  of  requirements 
toward  the  rehabilitation  of  ’problem’  families,  and  so  the  only  practical 
step  which  can  at  present  be  taken  is  close  co-operation  between  County 
Districts  and  County  Councils  in  order  that  as  much  as  possible  may  be 
done  within  these  restrictive  powers  to  prevent  the  deterioration  in 
home  conditions,  before  the  conditions  have  become  so  bad  as  to  justify 
a  prosecution  of  the  parents  for  neglect  of  the  children,  and  removal  of 
the  children  from  the  home.  This  is  unsatisfactory ,  in  so  far  as  the 
removal  of  the  children  from  their  home  should  be  the  last,  and  not  the 
first,  step  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  family. 

The  only  two  practical  contributions  I  can  see  which  a  housing 
authority  alone  can  make  toward  the  solution  of  the  problem  are  as 
f  ollo?/s :  - 
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1.  The  provision  of  'half-way  house'  accommodation.  This  might  be 
in  the  form  of  converted  hutted  camps  or  re-conditioned  cottage 
property  having  reasonable  sanitary  facilities,  and  which  can  be  let 
at  a  lower  cost  than  the  ordinary  Council  house.  Inadequately  housed 
’problem'  families  can  be  re-housed  in  such  ’half-way  house’ 
accommodation  until  they  prove  themselves  capable  of  improving  their 
standard  of  living  sufficiently  to  justify  their  transfer  to  an 
ordinary  Council  house. 

2.  The  adjustment  of  their  Council  house  rents  in  accordance  with 
the  means  of  the  occupiers,  or  alternatively  the  granting  of  rebates 
to  those  who  are  unable  to  afford  the  standard  rent.  IThen  the 
’problem'  family  includes  a  large  number  of  children  of  school  age, 
and  the  only  working  member  of  the  family  is  the  father,  it  is  not 
unusual  to  find  that  the  family  cannot  pay  its  way,  arrears  of  rent 
accumulate  and  the  family  as  a  result  lose  their  home* 

The  prevention  of  the  ’problem'  family  and  the  rehabilitation  of 
such  families  long  before  they  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Magistrates’ 
Court  would  be  a  material  contribution  toward  the  reduction  of 
juvenile  delinquency. 

You  have  faced  this  problem  in  your  district  and  are  using 
’half-way  house’  accommodation  on  the  lines  indicated  above,  but 
until  legislation  allows  more  adequate  practical  steps  being  taken 
toward  the  early  rehabilitation  of  such  families,  the  hard  core  of 
the  problem  will  not  be  solved. 


NOEL  F. PEARSON 
Medical  officer  of  Health. 
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